
Season’s Greetings! 
January 2010 

 
First of all, I’d like to thank all of you who sent individual holiday greetings via regular or email.  
I want to reply to each of you individually, but, as you can tell from the lateness of this letter, I 
simply have not had time.  I’d also like to express my sincere thanks to all of you who have kept 
in touch throughout the year.  It is always a pleasure to see your photos and hear of your and 
your families’ recent activities, even though I cannot always pass on your news.  As the 
membership in the “Ojima Group Family” grows progressively larger, it becomes more and more 
difficult to keep track of everyone, so I also appreciate those of you who have taken the time to 
send us your changes in contact information.  I hope that this annual letter and membership list 
give some of you the urge to get in touch with former friends and classmates and reestablish old 
ties.  And if you notice that another member’s information is outdated, please forward this 
message to him/her or send the correct data to me to be updated. 
 
I’d also like to take this opportunity to remind you that you can periodically visit the Ojima 
Group website, and we have plans underway to restructure the site to make it even more 
attractive and interactive.  Hopefully that will allow us to update it more frequently and to share 
even more news with and about all of you.  Visit now and check back every couple of months to 
see the new look and get the most recent information.  So if you haven’t sent news over the past 
year, it’s not too late to do so, and we won’t have to wait until next January to pass it on to the 
rest of the Ojima Group!  Just in case you’ve lost the web address, here it is: 
http://ojima10.chem.sunysb.edu/~ojimaweb/homepage/homepage.html 
 
As all of you know from your own experiences, every year is a busy one in the Ojima 
laboratories, but somehow each one seems to be even busier than the one before (or perhaps I’m 
just slowing down with age.)  In any case, there have been lots of activities in 2009.  Early in the 
year we were gratified by reports of the performance of four bright young high-school students 
(Rei-I Chin, Samantha McKenna, Shalini Pammal, and Preya Shah) mentored in the Ojima lab in 
summer 2008. Between them they amassed an impressive number of awards and honors, 
including 3 Siemens semi-finalists, 1 regional finalist, 4 IISEF national finalists, 2 Intel semi-
finalists, and 1 Intel finalist and 8th prize winner.  For the rest of their accomplishments, please 
refer to the Ojima Group web page.   
 
As the graduate students returned from their holidays, we also welcomed a new undergraduate 
researcher, Michael Waldrop, into the lab to join the eight continuing undergrad students.  We 
were bursting at the seams! 
 
In February Professor Ojima made his first trip of the year to deliver an invited lecture, to Texas 
Tech University, Lubbock, TX. This was followed by a visit to Genentech, South San Francisco, 
CA in April, and another to the National Cancer Institute-Frederic, in Bethesda, MD in May, 
hosted by Dr. S. Malhotra and Ojima alumna, Dr. Antonella Pepe.  At almost the same time, two 



other Ojima alumni, Dr. Scott D. Kuduk and Dr. Ephraim Vidal, returned to Stony Brook as 
speakers in the SBU Chemistry Alumni Lectures series.  It was a real pleasure to have them 
back, however briefly!  Meanwhile, in March, Professor Ojima attended the ASC Meeting in Salt 
Lake City, where he was honored at the Awards Banquet. 
 
Later in May, we welcomed the new Ojima graduate students to the lab and said good-by to our 
newest alumni. Dr. Xinrui (Ray) Zhao, traveled back from California to defend his Ph.D, Thesis 
and, later, to attend the Ph.D. Hooding Ceremony.  Guan-Ting Chen, who had decided on a 
career change, was awarded her M.S. degree and left to continue her studies at another school.  
We also had a total of seven BS recipients, but fortunately not all of them were leaving us.  
Shakil Ahmed, Ping Ping Lin, Keita Morohashi, Robert Robinson, and Alison Selby were all on 
their way to Graduate or Medical Schools elsewhere, but Lucy Li and Christina Susanto both 
opted to stay on at Stony Brook and get their M.S. degrees under Professor Ojima’s supervision. 
 
Happily we were also joined by three bright and attractive young Ph.D. students.  Alexandra 
Athan, Divya Awashti, and Joshua Seitz, who were warmly welcomed by the existing members.  
They had barely “gotten their feet wet” when they were joined by two equally bright and 
attractive (and even younger) high school students, Alyssa Reimer from Plainview-Old Bethpage 
JFK HS, and Sahil Khetpal, all the way from the Texas, Academy of Math and Science!  We also 
welcomed back one of our undergraduate researchers, Wen Chen, who was able to rejoin the lab 
as the recipient of a URECA Fellowship (her second!) for summer 2009. 
 
A highlight of the summer for me personally was the wedding of Dr. Deric Geng and his lovely 
bride Jenny in New Hampshire. In addition to Professor Ojima, Yoko, and me, among the 
wedding party and invited guests were Ojima Alumni and their families, including Drs. Michael 
Miller, Zihao Hua, Tao Wang, and Ed Wu.  Dr. Chris Borella was to have attended, but had a 
conflict and could not make it. It was a truly memorable weekend! 
 
In mid-August, our two high school students were on their way back home, near and far, and the 
majority of the Ojima Group was headed to Washington, D.C., for the Fall 2009 ACS Meeting, 
where they were joined by alumni Dr. An Vu, Dr. Elizabeth Pollina-Cormier, and Dr. Antonella 
Pepe at the traditional Saturday night Reunion Dinner. Then, almost immediately after returning 
from ACS, Professor and Mrs. Ojima were off to a beautiful but unlikely spot, Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, for the 19th

 International Symposium on Fluorine Chemistry.   
 
August’s end, as usual, brought a new crop of students and the return of the continuing students, 
but this year it also brought us a new visiting Ph.D. student, Cristian Paz-Robles, who, to the best 
of my knowledge, is the first ever Ojima Group member from Chile.  Cristian’s warm smile and 
engaging personality immediately won over the entire group, and we tried to make up to him the 
time spent away from his wife and baby daughter and in the frigid northern winter rather than the 
lovely spring and early summer of South America.  We will miss him when he returns home at 
the end of February.  
 
Another new addition to the lab in September was Winnie Situ, a very bright undergraduate 
student whom Professor Ojima accepted to do Senior Research under his supervision and to 
continue next year in the BS/MS Program.  
 



As usual, Professor Ojima made his usual autumn trip to Japan, but this year’s was more 
extensive than usual for several reasons.  First, he left earlier than usual to attend and celebrate 
his nephew’s wedding in Tokyo. Then he participated in the Inaugural Tishler-Omura 
Symposium, and then he continued his usual round of guest lectures and consultations  at 
academic institutions and industry.  Fortunately, he also managed some reunions with former 
classmates and associates, including one with Dr. Tadashi Inoue, his wife Orie, and their son.  
 
He returned to Stony Brook in time to host his and Yoko’s traditional Thanksgiving Eve Gala, 
which was, as usual, a spectacular success. 
 
Despite my anticipation of our annual trip to Orlando to spend the holidays with children and 
grandchildren, December was a sad month for me.  Ilaria Zanardi, who came to the Ojima lab in 
2003 as a visiting research fellow and eventually became a senior research specialist in the 
ICB&DD Discovery Chemistry Laboratory, decided it was time for a change and returned to 
Europe.  Ilaria had the most seniority of any current member except Professor Ojima and me, 
and, although I can’t argue with her decision, her departure has left a significant hole in the 
Ojima family, and left me missing a very special friend and colleague. 
 
Despite all the comings and goings, Professor Ojima and his students had a very productive year, 
with two books edited: “Fluorine in Medicinal Chemistry and Chemical Biology”, Wiley-
Blackwell, and “Catalytic Asymmetric Synthesis, Third Edition”, John Wiley & Sons.  In 
addition, there were two book chapters and ten articles, editorials, and reviews. 
 
This year, I am opting not to send in this email the most recent version of the Ojima Group 
Mailing List, because it has grown so large.  Instead, if you would like a copy, either by email or 
regular mail, please request it, and I will be happy to provide one to you, but we will not be 
clogging the inboxes or trash cans of those who do not want or need them. 
 
Meanwhile, in the true Ojima spirit, we are weathering the economic uncertainties, Draconian 
budget cuts, and the massive inconveniences of the renovations and construction going on 
around us. I hope that you and your families are coping equally well, and I know some of you are 
thriving.  We continue to be very fortunate in a world where so many suffer the ravages of war, 
natural disasters, and mankind’s inhumanity to their fellow creatures. 
 
My wish for you all is “Enough!”  Enough food and shelter to keep you healthy;  enough work to 
keep you mentally and physically challenged, and to supply your family’s other needs:  enough 
love to make you happy and some extra to share with others; enough wisdom to make good 
choices; and enough humility to keep you from thinking you know everything. 
 

Best Wishes for Peace and Joy Throughout 2010! 
 

Pat 
  

 


